
UNITED GRAND LODGE OF VICTORIA

NOTICE OF MOTION

I SHALL MOVE - THAT ‘This Grand Lodge hereby extends the term of office of MWBro. 
Richard Elkington, Grand Master, from two to three years because there are 
compelling reasons for so doing.’

EXPLANATORY NOTE
Rule 18 of the Book of Constitutions provides that ‘The normal term of office of a Grand Master shall be 
two years, but Grand Lodge may, if it believes there are compelling reasons for so doing, extend the 
term to three years.  

On 16 March 2020, a State of Emergency was declared throughout the State of Victoria. This arose out 
of the serious risk to public health in Victoria from COVID-19. By a series of further legal documents the 
Minister of Health extended the Declaration until 8 November 2020. In addition, a State of Disaster was 
enacted by the Premier on 2 August 2020. Among other things it enabled a curfew to be imposed.  The 
State of Disaster was also extended until 8 November 2020.

Because of these measures, various lockdown arrangements and other significant restrictions have 
been in place from time to time. As Brethren are aware, these arrangements and restrictions have 
prevented Lodges from meeting since March 2020, and it appears this will continue to be the case until 
February 2021 at the earliest. They also delayed the Installation of our present Grand Master for more 
than two months beyond the scheduled date. In combination these measures have prevented, and will 
continue to prevent, the Grand Master from carrying out most of the important duties and functions of 
his high office. In many respects 2020 has been a ‘lost year’ for Freemasonry in Victoria in general and 
for our Grand Master, Grand Lodge, and individual Lodges in particular.

Our Grand Master was elected in the expectation that he would serve in that capacity for two full years 
as previous Grand Masters have done, without any premonition that 2020 would unfold in the manner 
that it has. Our current situation is unprecedented in the lifetime of any of us. By passing this motion 
and granting our Grand Master a third year in office, Grand Lodge will, in reality and for all intents and 
purposes, simply be enabling him to carry out the duties and functions of his office for two years.

This is a compelling reason which satisfies Rule 18, and because of the extraordinary circumstances 
that confront us, the passing of this motion does not set a dangerous precedent.

This Notice of Motion should not come as a surprise to our members. They have experienced similar 
circumstances in their own Lodges which will have been unable to hold regular meetings for almost 12 
months. They have had a ‘lost year’. By and large, the Worshipful Masters and Officers of their Lodges 
have served or will have served for an extra 12 months to complete their term of office. That is the effect 
of this Notice of Motion. It will enable our Grand Master to serve for an extra 12 months to properly com-
plete the usual term of office of a Grand Master.

My Brothers, I commend this Notice of Motion to you.

MWBro. Garry Sebo AM 
Past Grand Master


